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far to the north, considered it of no value. Well,
they sailed homewards at the beginning of winter;
and the young man kept the earth by him as a
memorial of his labour (for he had no thought of
anything else) till his return to London. And there,
when one of his friends saw it shining in an extra-
ordinary manner, he tested it, and found that it was
the purest gold, unalloyed with any other metal/'

The analyst was either much mistaken or anxious
to deceive others. But the lump of supposed gold
had a wonderful effect in quickening public interest
in Frobisher's project. A Cathay Company was
started, with privileges equal to those of the Muscovy
Company, and Frobisher was appointed its " captain
general by sea, and admiral of the ships and navy."
Queen Elizabeth not only became the principal
shareholder, but she lent a larger vessel, the Aid,
furnished with sixty-five sailors and twenty-five sol-
diers, to accompany the little Gabriel and Michael,
which were equipped anew for further search after
Cathay. The Aid, however, was only to go to
Frobisher's Straits and the country thereabout, with
a view of planting a colony in this region and of soon
returning to England with a cargo of the gold that
it was thought would be procured there.

Sidney was sent abroad on his mission to Germany
while these preparations were in progress, and the
expedition had started before his return. In the
letter already cited he gave Languet some account
of the work done by the voyagers during a four
months* absence from England, in the course of
which, braving the perils of storms and icebergs,